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duties and responsibilities. I appreciate all
that you have done—and all that we are
about to do together during this historic
chapter in our Nation’s history.

George W. Bush

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Achieving
Militarily Significant Benchmarks for
a Sustainable Peace in Kosovo

November 26, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to section 1212 of the Floyd D.
Spence National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2001, Public Law 106-398,
I hereby submit a report, prepared by my
Administration, on the progress made in
achieving the militarily significant bench-
marks for conditions that would achieve a
sustainable peace in Kosovo and ultimately
allow for the withdrawal of the United States
military presence in Kosovo.

The term “militarily significant” relates to
tasks and objectives significant from a mili-
tary standpoint that once accomplished
would allow for withdrawal of military forces
from Kosovo. In the establishment of the
Kosovo benchmarks, four critical tasks for
NATO forces were identified: military sta-
bility, public security, border/boundary
issues, and war crimes/International Criminal
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia support.
Objectives for these tasks were drawn from
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1244, the NATO Operations Plan, the Mili-
tary Technical Agreement, and the Kosovo
Liberation Army Undertaking.

I anticipate that KFOR—and U.S. partici-
pation in it—will gradually reduce in size as
public security conditions improve and
Kosovars assume increasing responsibility for
their own self-government.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NotE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on November 27.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Lapse of the Export
Administration Act of 1979

November 26, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

As required by section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1703(c)) and section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1641(c)), I transmit herewith a 6-month re-
port prepared by my Administration on the
national emergency declared by Executive
Order 13222 of August 17, 2001, to deal with
the threat to the national security, foreign
policy, and economy of the United States
caused by the lapse of the Export Adminis-
tration Act of 1979.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on November 27.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Burma

November 26, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I am providing a 6-month periodic
report prepared by my Administration on the
national emergency with respect to Burma
that was declared in Executive Order 13047
of May 20, 1997.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
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This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on November 27.

Remarks on Signing the Intelligence
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2003

November 27, 2002

Thank you all for coming. Please be seat-
ed. Today I sign an act of Congress author-
izing intelligence programs vital to our secu-
rity and creating a national commission to
investigate the events of September the 11th,
2001, and the years that led up to that event.
This commission will help me and future
Presidents to understand the methods of
America’s enemies and the nature of the
threats we face.

Today I'm pleased to announce my choice
for commission Chairman, Dr. Henry Kis-
singer. Dr. Kissinger is one of our Nation’s
most accomplished and respected public
servants. He worked here at the White
House as National Security Adviser, rep-
resented America abroad as the Secretary of
State for two Presidents. He is a distin-
guished author, academic, Army veteran, and
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. He’s also
spent much of his life in New York, feels
deeply the loss that came to that city and
to our country. Dr. Kissinger will bring broad
experience, clear thinking, and careful judg-
ment to this important task.

Mr. Secretary, thank you for returning to
the service of your nation.

Dr. Kissinger and I share the same com-
mitments. His investigation should carefully
examine all the evidence and follow all the
facts, wherever they lead. We must uncover
every detail and learn every lesson of Sep-
tember the 11th. My administration will con-
tinue to act on the lessons we’ve learned so
far to better protect the people of this coun-
try. It's our most solemn duty.

I want to thank the congressional leaders
for their work on this commission and on the
broader legislation as well. The law I sign
today directs new funds and new focus to
the task of collecting vital intelligence on ter-
rorist threats and on weapons of mass pro-
duction—weapons proliferation. In a period
of rapidly changing dangers, we will continue

2101

to work with the Congress to get the re-
sources we need to gather information so we
can better defend America.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are with us today, who worked hard to
make this commission a reality: Senator Joe
Lieberman—thank you, Senator—Congress-
man Porter Goss; Tim Roemer; Chris Shays;
and Chris Smith—all distinguished Members
of the United States Congress, all who join
thousands of Americans who refuse to forget
that which took place on September the 11th,
2001.

Above all, T want to thank the family mem-
bers of the people who were killed on Sep-
tember the 11th, family members who are
here today and others around the country.
In working for this commission, you have
been motivated by a noble goal: You want
to spare other Americans the kind of suf-
fering you faced. I appreciate that sentiment.
America is grateful.

The Nation’s families gather during holi-
days. You need to know that there’s a lot of
people who continue to pray for you. There’s
a lot of people that you've never seen be-
fore—you don’t have any ideas of what their
names are—they share your grief. I hope that
provides some comfort.

September the 11th marked a dividing line
in the life of our Nation. The events of a
single morning dramatically demonstrated
America’s vulnerability to the threats of a
new era. Oceans that separated us from other
continents no longer separate us from dan-
ger. America’s enemies are still determined
to inflict great harm. We have a duty—a sol-
emn duty—to do everything we can to pro-
tect this country.

We've acted to reduce the Nation’s
vulnerabilities. We're stepping up security
and transportation systems at port of entries
and on our borders. We've made important
reforms in Federal law enforcement, ensur-
ing that the FBI's primary focus now is the
prevention of future attack. We're doing a
better job of sharing information among
agencies. By legislation I signed this week,
we've created a Department of Homeland
Security to involve the largest reorganization
of the Federal Government in more than a
half a century, with the goal of protecting
America.




